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he fell foul of the assistant political agent who was an Englishman,
The Englishman spoke insultingly of his maharaja and Karamchand
dared to dispute with him. He was arrested and detained for a
few hours under a tree, but Karamchand did not yield. Like his
father, Karamchand8was a man of principle and had no love for
money. He had read only up to the vernacular fifth standard and
was ignorant of geography and history but he had rich experience
of practical affairs. He was once even a member of Rajasthanic
Court—now extinct—an influential body for settling disputes bet-
ween chiefs and their fellow clansmen. The Gandhi clan played an
important part in the political life of Porbandar. As a child Mohan-
das used to learn by heart the family pedigree, with all its ramifica-
tions and offshoots.
Karamchand Gandhi had been three times a widower before he
married his last wife Putlibai when he was forty. He had two daugh-
ters by his first and second marriages. Putlibai bore him a daughter
and three sons—Raliatbehn, Laxmidas, Karsandas, Mohandas, She
was deeply religious and possessed a strong personality. She would
take the hardest vows without flinching. During the four months of
Chaturmas Putlibai lived on one meal a day and fasted on every
alternate day. Not a day passed without her visiting the haveli, the
Vaishnava temple. Mohandas often went with her to the temple, but
its glitter and pomp never appealed to him. Putlibai had strong com-
mon sense and was consulted by the widowed mother of the Thakore
Saheb on matters of state. Often Mohandas would accompany her to
the court and listen to the discussions of his mother on affairs of state.
Her influence, more than any other, formed the character of Mohan-
das. He inherited his intense religious outlook from his mother,

